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Made from renewable resources
Uses almost 60% renewable energy
Greenhouse gas emissions reduced
High recovery rate

83% average recycled content
Compostable

Provides effective display of goods and
economical delivery of goods to
consumers

Cost-effective, lightweight, flexible,
functional, versatile, custom-designed

High standards of worker safety
Companies give back to local communities
through sponsorships and charitable
contributions, volunteering

Industry supports education and training

Boxboard in Brief

The Canadian boxboard or carton
industry has been providing cost-
effective packaging solutions for well
over 100 years. We begin with
renewable materials. The board used
to make cartons is produced with
almost 60% renewable energy (mostly
from wood residues and biomass), the
use of which has significantly reduced
greenhouse gas emissions. Between
1990 and 2004, for example, Canadian
pulp and paper mills reduced their
greenhouse gas emissions by 44% in
the aggregate (or 54% reduction per
tonne of output, because they made
20% more pulp and paper than they did
in 1990).

Most boxboard cartons are 100%

recycled content. The national average  from Canada’s 11 boxboard mills.

is 83% (2006). Boxboard cartons are  The industry provides a safe work
widely recovered in recycling systems  environment and competitive wages to
across the country and most are also its workers, supports community
compostable. recycling programs, and provides
Each package is specifically social benefits through volunteering
engineered to perform many functions, and donations in the many
including conveying products through  communities it serves.

distribution and retail, containing
products, dispensing products,
displaying and promoting products,

The lightweight, thin
paperboard or boxboard
carton is used to contain,

protecting products, machine
identification (barcode), imparting protect and promote a hos.t of
information (e.g. nutritional products through the retail

process. Consumers will see
cartons containing cereals,
shoes, facial tissues, crackers
and many other mainly
household items.

information), and facilitating efficient
home storage.

Approximately 30 Canadian plants
convert boxboard into cartons,
sourcing most of their raw material
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