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FACT SHEET 

Re-growing the forest 

In the time it takes you to read this 
sentence, almost 200 new tree 
seedlings will have been planted 
somewhere in a commercial forest in 
Canada. By the time you get to the 
bottom of the page that number will 
have jumped to almost 1,400. On 
average, over 1,000 seedlings are 
launched on a new life every minute, 
regenerating what Canada has plenty of 
– forests. The latest annual harvest for 
timber and pulp and paper amounted 
to 0.2% of what’s out there. 

Forest companies regenerate the forest they use because they want it to be there when they need it in 
future, but also because over 90% of Canada’s commercial forests are located on crown lands, owned by 
the provinces. By law, these companies must meet sustainability levels set by the provinces.  

The Canadian forest industry is also a world leader in sustainable forestry management and what’s 
called “chain-of-custody” (responsible sourcing of raw materials). For more information on these 
subjects, see the Factsheets Canada leads the world and Responsible sourcing of raw materials. 

Source: The State of Canada’s Forests, Annual Report 2018, Natural Resources Canada. The planting of 
tree seedlings per minute is derived from 615 million seedlings planted per year.  
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https://www.ppec-paper.com/pdfFiles/factsheets/2019/WhereDoesPaperPackagingComeFrom/FS10-2019.pdf
https://www.ppec-paper.com/pdfFiles/factsheets/2019/WhereDoesPaperPackagingComeFrom/FS14-2019.pdf
http://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/pubwarehouse/pdfs/39336.pdf

